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A complete introduction to the history, evolution, and future of the modern city, this book covers a

wide range of theory, including the significance of space and place, to provide a balanced account

of why cities are an essential part of the global human experience.  Covers a wide range of

theoretical approaches to the city, from the historical to the cutting edge Emphasizes the important

themes of space and place Offers a balanced account of cities and offers extensive coverage

including urban inequality, environment and sustainability, and methods for studying the city  Takes

a global approach, with examples from Berlin and Chicago to Shanghai and Mumbai Includes a

range of pedagogical features such as a substantial glossary of key terms, critical thinking

questions, suggestions for further reading and a range of innovative textboxes which follow the

themes of Exploring Further, Studying the City and Making the City Better  Extensively illustrated

with maps, charts, tables, and over 80 photographs Accompanied by a comprehensive student

companion site featuring a list of relevant journals, a guide to useful web resources, and an

annotated documentary film guide, alongside a useful instructor companion site with further

examples, case studies, and discussion and essay questions; instructors will find a link to the

instructor website on the student website at www.wiley.com/go/cities
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Cities and People: How Cities Shape Lives  Human beings and cities are inextricably intertwined.

Human beings make cities, and they live and work in them. Although the pace at which cities grow

and change may sometimes be so slow as to avoid detection, and while the scales of urban places



may confound any sense of human efficacy, we must bear in mind that these are objects of our own

making. Not only do human beings shape the physical structures of cities but they also decide what

those structures will mean and, as a result, suggest how other human beings will use them. We

offer these insights to stir your curiosities, and as a source of empowerment. Whatever is built by

human hands is, by definition, within our power to change. Indeed, throughout the book we offer

examples of individuals and groups who are working to change cities in ways that in turn improve

the lives of residents.   This brings us to perhaps the most important point of the book: places,

whether cities, neighborhoods, or even smaller units therein, have the power to shape human lives.

The structures of inequalities found within and across societies are quite literally made concrete in

cities. Add to these a host of place-specific threats stemming from political and environmental

instability, and we can trace many of the factors that diminish individualsâ€™ lives to the places

where they live. Places are not the only culprit here â€“ in many instances, places are the sites

where problems stemming from larger structures manifest themselves â€“ but understanding places

allows us to understand the ways in which these forces intersect with specific populations and

resources.   We hope that this excerpt leaves you with a sense of why cities are compelling topics of

study. Some of you likely needed little convincing: you may have had questions about why cities

take the forms they do, how immigrants create communities in a new place, or why some

neighborhoods are luxurious and opulent while others are sites of danger and despair. We

encourage those of you who have come to this field accidentally or even reluctantly to consider

cities as sites where you can readily see social processes at work, whether the construction of

meanings and memories as they become attached to places or the unequal distribution of economic

opportunities. Whatever path you have taken in becoming a student of cities, we hope that this

book, and the concepts of space and place at its core, will help you to recognize and understand the

ways that humans experience an urban world.       Redevelopment in the older areas of Shanghai

has displaced an estimated one million households. This woman was one of the last remaining

residents in her neighborhood, having refused to relocate. Source: Â© LOOK Die Bildagentur der

Fotografen GmbH/Alamy.      Murals in Chicagoâ€™s Pilsen neighborhood announce â€“ and

enhance â€“ the areaâ€™s Mexican heritage. Source: Photo Â© Ralf-Finn Hestoft/Corbis.

"In a comprehensible style and with illustrating examples, Introduction to Cities offers a fresh

perspective to investigate abstract cities through specific places... Given the scope of this book as a

sociological volume, it is exceptionally clear and informative on demographic dynamics within urban

settings. Students and scholars interested in urban change, human wellbeing and social justice



issues will benefit from reading this book."Â  (Urban Studies, September 2014) â€œIn this context,

the task of writing a broad introductory textbook is daunting, and the authors of Introduction Â to

Cities should be recognised for their notable accomplishment.â€•Â  (Tijdschrift Voor Economische

En Sociale Geografie, 1 November 2013) â€œIn sum, I recommend this book for academic use in

lower level undergraduate courses in urban studies and related disciplines. To conclude, the full title

of Introduction to Cities can and should be taken quite literally; this is an introductory text about

cities, exploring how place and space shape the human experience. Xiangming Chen, Anthony M.

Orum, and Krista E. Paulsenâ€™s book exemplifies truth in advertising.â€•Â  (Journal of Urban

Affairs, 1 May 2014) "Introduction to Cities" shows how and why cities are important to us as

members of a global human community. Each chapter lays out an accessible, empathetic, and

coherent story about cities that will intrigue the reader and excite their curiosity. Through a

combination of historical overview, theoretical application, and astute analysis and cross-national

case studies of urban change, Introduction to Cities provides an original, innovative perspective to

explain how cities change, how they affect our lives, and how we can make them better places to

live. Students and scholars of cities and urban change will enjoy this book very much." â€”Kevin Fox

Gotham, Tulane University "This comprehensive political sociology of cities reflects both the

growing interest in space and place and the unusually rapid urbanization of the developing world,

with a particularly sensitive treatment of Chinese cities. Up-to-date, and theoretically and politically

astute, the text is exceptionally clear, almost conversational in tone, and oriented to student

learning." â€”Edward Soja, UCLA

Awesome

The ebook version needs some work.

Needed for class, solid book.

Highly recommended!

Really good book in perfect condicions
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